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Room Configuration      

       • Beds under completely enclosed mosquito netting. 

       • Furnished with dhow couches and African antiques     
       • Public 2-room toilet block with hand basin     

Facilities and Services 

   

       • Communications: no mobile phone coverage, satellite 
          telephone and internet fairly reliable, handheld radios for   
             boats and guides, HF radio     
       • Laundry: daily service, requires sun to dry clothes     
       • Staff: 16 members of staff, plus 2 lodge managers     
       • No swimming pool     

KUNGWE BEACH LODGE_Mahale Mountain National Park

Overlooking the crystal clear waters of lake Tanganyika with breathtaking sunsets, on a stretch of golden sandy beach, the 

Congo.  Candlelit dinners are served either on the beach, or in our dining area, to the unique sounds of Africa.  Beetles, crickets
and the nights calls of chimpanzees.  

As well as being famous for chimpanzee treking, this part of the Lake Tanganyika also offers some of the best fresh water 
fishing in Tanzania.  Here you can catch Nile Perch and Yellow Belly, just to name a few.  

The light, airy and spacious tents are furnished in the traditional safari style and face magnificant sunsets over the mountains of 
recently refurbished Kungwe Beach Lodge is the perfect blend of comfort and luxury in a romantic setting.

       • 8 double tents, 1 twin tent and 1 triple tent under thatch, 

                                                                                           • 1 guide tent, accommodating a maximum of 2 guides

       • En-suite bathroom with hardwood floors, glassed in shower, 
          basin on a wooden cupboard , flush toilet, hot water throughtout  
          the day
       • Luggage rack, bedside tables, writing desk and chair, wardrobe  
          and lockable wooden chest

       • Roofed porch at front of tent has Dhow chairs and coffee table

Public Areas      • Lounge/Dining area constructed with hardwood with a thatched
                                                                                              roof
       • Open-sided, shaped like a dhow   

       • Jetty to lake and sun loungers with umbrellas on the beach   

       • Electricity: throughout the day              
       • Water: pumped from the lake, not for drinking 

        

                                                                                              accommodating a maximum of 21 guests

       • Built on raised wooden decks
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                 • Forest and waterfall walks

    

Climate 

       • No Swimming Pool     
       • No curio/gift shop  

KUNGWE BEACH LODGE_Mahale Mountain National Park

Activities (included in package)     

• No children Under 12 years are permitted to go chimpanzee trekking   

         

       • Swimming in the lake and snorkeling  

                 

                 

       • Chimpanzee Trekking (attached National Park rules apply)  

       • Kayaking

                                                                                           Additional activities 
                                                                                           • Extra fishing USD85 per person     
                                                                                           • Extra boat safari USD100 per trip

How to get there                 • Scheduled charter (from Arusha) Monday & Thursday +/- 4 hrs            
       • Boat transfer from Airstrip to the Lodge +/- 1¼ hrs     

• MV Liemba from Kigoma town to Lagossa village            
       • Boat transfer from Lagossa to the Lodge +/- 2 hrs 

• Speed boat Kigoma town to the Lodge +/- 4 hrs

     • The Lodge is closed from 26 February to 15 May  

Extras        • Baby Sitting Facilities are not available   

Meals         • Served in the dining area or on the beach 
       • Breakfast: Cereals, fresh fruit, yogurt, cooked breakfast, toast
          fruit juices, coffee/tea     
       • Lunch: Main course, a selection of salads and dessert     
       • Dinner: Starter, main course and dessert     
       • Packed snacks: assorted snacks packed for chimpanzee trekking      
       • Sundowners: Selection of hot/cold snacks     
       • Wake Up Call: Tea/Coffee, biscuits served in room     
       • Vegetarian or other special dietary requirements catered for on      

                                                                                                      request and by prior arrangement
                                                                                           • Barbeque: On beach

       • Low Season: 01 October – 26th February   

   

          cool nights; heavy rains
     • January- March: warm humid days to overcast cool days 

     •  September-January: warm humid days to overcast

     •  March - September: hot days and cool to cold evenings, hardly any
                                                                     rain

          cool days; nights fairly cool; light rains 

Seasons 
       • High Season: 15 May to 30 September  

                                                                                           • Either 1 x boat cruise or 1 x fishing excursion
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Drinks          • Selection of complimentary soft drinks, bottled water     

Physical Requirements     • Essential! No respiratory or other infectious illnesses 
          which chimpanzees could catch 

          on steep terrain recommended     

Emergency Support     

       • 

       • Second Aid: Boat to Mahale Airstrip, evacuate from there. 
       • Only daytime landings and take-off possible.  

       • Lockable desk available in manager’s office 
       • In general do not leave any items lying around as primates 
          may take them  

Disability access     

       • Mahale is only accessible by boat, has no paved surfaces, 
          soft sand and steep terrain 
       • Steps up to all the rooms 
       • Not wheelchair friendly

 

       • Good sturdy but lightweight walking boots/shoes essential

First Aid: small kit carried by guides on treks and on boats, larger 
          kit at the Lodge 

Security         • Lockable wooden chest in bedroom tent     

KUNGWE BEACH LODGE_Mahale Mountain National Park

       • Selection of drinks available for purchase   

       • Good health , ability to hike fairly long distances 



_____________________________________________________________________________________________ __________

FACT SHEET 2010_Safari to the western circuit
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ __________

KUNGWE BEACH LODGE_Mahale Mountain National Park
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ __________
Set deep in the heart of Western Tanzania, inaccessible by road, is the Mahale Mountains National Park. 
Just 100km south of where Stanley uttered that immortal greeting “Doctor Livingstone, I presume,” is a scene 
reminiscent of an Indian Ocean island beach idyll where silky white beaches hem in the azure waters of Lake 
Tanganyika. A chain of wild, jungle-draped peaks towers almost 2km above the shore: the remote and 
mysterious Mahale Mountains. Here is the home of some of Africa’s last remaining wild chimpanzees. 

There is a population of roughly 800 chimpanzees, with about 60 individuals forming what is known as “M group” 
who were habituated to human visitors by a Japanese research project founded in the 1960s. Tracking the chimps 
of Mahale is a magical experience. The guide’s eyes pick out last night’s nests - shadowy clumps high in a gallery 
of trees crowding the sky. Scraps of half-eaten fruit and fresh dung become valuable clues, leading deeper into the 
forest. Butterflies flit in the dappled sunlight. Then suddenly you are in their midst: preening each other’s glossy coats 
in concentrated huddles, squabbling noisily, or bounding into the trees to swing effortlessly between the vines.

And while chimpanzees are the star attraction, the slopes support a diverse forest fauna, including readily observed 
troops of red colobus, red-tailed and blue monkeys, and a kaleidoscopic array of colourful forest birds. You can trace 
the Tongwe people’s ancient pilgrimage to the mountain spirits, hiking through the montane rainforest belt – home 
to an endemic race of Angola colobus monkey - to high grassy ridges chequered with alpine bamboo. Then bathe in 
the impossibly clear waters of the world’s longest, second-deepest and least-polluted freshwater lake – harbouring 
an estimated 1,000 fish species - before returning as you came, by boat. The area is also known as Nkungwe, after 
the park’s largest mountain, held sacred by the local Tongwe people, and at 2,460 metres the highest of the six 
prominent points that make up the Mahale Range.  


